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schools before attending Providence
College, my alma mater, where he re-
ceived a BA in mathematics. He com-
pleted his seminary studies at the Do-
minican House of Studies right here in
the Washington, D.C. area.

He was soon ordained to the priest-
hood by Bishop Francis X. Roque in
Washington, D.C. on May 20, 1988, and
returned to Providence College where
he worked towards a Master’s Degree
in the Religious Studies program.

He served as assistant pastor at St.
Pius the Fifth Church in Providence,
and St. Elizabeth Church in Bristol,
Rhode Island. Father Escobar has been
the administrator of St. Anthony’s
Parish in Pawtucket since 1977. He was
incardinated into the diocese of Provi-
dence in 2000.

Mr. Speaker, I am sure that parish-
ioners of St. Anthony’s will miss him
as much as his new flock at Our Lady
of the Rosary are looking forward to
greeting him. It was an honor and
privilege to welcome Father Escobar to
this United States House of Represent-
atives, and I thank him for his invoca-
tion.

f

PRESIDENT’S DECISION ON
VIEQUES WILL BE SHOWN TO BE
WISE AND INSIGHTFUL

(Mr. WICKER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. WICKER. Madam Speaker, please
put me down as one of a substantial
number of Republicans who applaud
the decision of President Bush to dis-
continue our Naval training on the is-
land of Vieques.

As Secretary England pointed out
last week, this decision is the best way
to decompress a highly charged situa-
tion which was clouding other issues
between Puerto Rico and the mainland.
The Bush administration has made it
clear that, while providing effective
training for Naval forces is our first
priority, alternative sites already exist
and other ranges can and will be found.
I hope this can be done before May 2003.

To those who decry the ‘‘political’’
nature of this action, I invite them to
go to Puerto Rico, listen to the people
and gauge the depth of their intensity
and ask this: Does anyone realistically
believe it is in our national interest to
disregard, year after year, the over-
whelming popular will of our United
States citizens on Puerto Rico? The
President’s decision will be shown to be
wise and insightful.

f

CONTRACT FOR CONSTRUCTION OF
WORLD WAR II MEMORIAL
AWARDED TO GERMAN COMPANY
WITH NAZI ROOTS

(Mr. TRAFICANT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. TRAFICANT. Madam Speaker,
first the Air Force buys Chinese boots.

Then the Pentagon buys black berets
made in China. To boot, visitors at
Quantico get gifts from the Marines
made in China.

If that is not enough to spoil your
Chinese dinner, digest this, Congress:
U.S. bureaucrats awarded a construc-
tion contract for the new World War II
Memorial to be built on The Mall to a
German company with Nazi roots. A
German company that built war planes
for the Nazis, that helped kill hundreds
of thousands of American troops. Unbe-
lievable. What is next, a Nazi memorial
on the World War II sites? Beam me up.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the
need for Congress to hire a proctologist
to train Pentagon procurement offi-
cials on the buy American laws.

f

BRING MONTGOMERY GI BILL
INTO 21ST CENTURY

(Mr. HAYWORTH asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. HAYWORTH. Madam Speaker, I
am so appreciative that the gentleman
from Ohio (Mr. TRAFICANT) points out
from time to time the seemingly non-
sensical approach that Washington bu-
reaucrats can take to the challenges
we confront. How refreshing it is,
Madam Speaker, that today on this
House floor, we can strike a bipartisan
blow for common sense as we bring the
GI bill into the 21st century.

Madam Speaker, a decisive bipar-
tisan majority is poised to pass this
bill that will increase benefits some 70
percent because we understand to
maintain the integrity of our all-volun-
teer force, we need to have that prom-
ise of education.

The former senator from Arizona, Er-
nest McFarland, is part of this tradi-
tion, in the post World War II days; and
our former colleague and former chair-
man of the Committee on Veterans Af-
fairs, Sonny Montgomery of Mis-
sissippi, also striking a blow; along
with the dean of our delegation, the
gentleman from Arizona (Mr. STUMP).
We thank them for this commonsense
legislation.

Madam Speaker, I would hope that
the temptation to engage in petty poli-
tics would be put aside for this sound
piece of legislation this afternoon.

f

JAMES SMITH WINS CONGRES-
SIONAL ART COMPETITION FOR
FIFTH DISTRICT OF TENNESSEE

(Mr. CLEMENT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CLEMENT. Madam Speaker, I
rise today to honor James Smith, win-
ner of the Congressional Art Competi-
tion for the Fifth Congressional Dis-
trict of Tennessee. James is a recent
graduate of my alma mater, Hillsboro
High School in Nashville, with his
award-winning photograph entitled
‘‘Angels Come From Istanbul.’’

Madam Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues to look at James’ photograph,
along with all of the other winning art-
work that will be on display for the
next year. It is important that we
honor our artists for various reasons.
By providing others with their art, art-
ists contribute to an educational proc-
ess that not only gives us an alter-
native form of communication, but
also invokes thought and stimulates
one’s analytical skills.

Furthermore, artists are inventive
and perceptive people who learn to ex-
press themselves in powerful, positive
ways. For these reasons and countless
more, I rise to congratulate and honor
Mr. James Smith.

f

IRS RECORDS SHOW 340,000 FED-
ERAL EMPLOYEES OR FEDERAL
RETIREES HAVE FAILED TO PAY
THEIR TAXES

(Mr. DUNCAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DUNCAN. Madam Speaker, the
Scripps Howard News Service reported
Sunday that IRS records show 340,000
Federal employees or Federal retirees
have failed to pay their income taxes.
340,000, including, get this, almost 3,000
IRS employees. This information came
from a report prepared by the govern-
ment’s own General Accounting Office.

Already we know from news reports
that almost half of the tax advice that
the IRS itself gives out is wrong. Now
we discover from this GAO report that
while the IRS comes after private citi-
zens, it cannot clean its own house. Al-
most 3,000 IRS employees not paying
their own taxes is scandalous. Federal
ethics laws require Federal employees
to pay their taxes as a condition of em-
ployment. These 3,000 IRS employees
who have not paid their taxes should be
ordered to pay immediately, or they
should be fired.

But the best thing, Madam Speaker,
we could do would be to tear up or burn
the confusing, convoluted Tax Code we
now have, come up with a new, simple
system and do away with the IRS mon-
ster as we know it today.

f

HOUSE NEEDS TO ENSURE VET-
ERANS GET WHAT THEY DE-
SERVE

(Mr. RODRIGUEZ asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. RODRIGUEZ. Madam Speaker,
today I rise because we have a major
bill before us, H.R. 1291, that will talk
about the Montgomery GI bill; but I
want to take this opportunity to dis-
cuss the process.

Madam Speaker, I am concerned that
as people learn about the political
process and how it is supposed to oper-
ate, here is a bill on the House floor
today that is very important, yet it
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never saw the light in terms of sub-
committee. It never had the oppor-
tunity of being heard in full com-
mittee. It never had the opportunity so
that we could provide some amend-
ments.

In fact, I presumed that when the
leadership heard we had some amend-
ments to try to improve the bill, they
chose to bring it on the House floor
without the process that this body has
allowed through the ages to allow an
opportunity for us to be able to influ-
ence. It is unfortunate. It is a good bill;
yet we need to understand that we need
to improve this bill.

Madam Speaker, tuition rates
throughout this country have risen.
The studies show that even the fees in
a lot of universities are higher. We
need to make sure that our veterans
get what they deserve, not only a proc-
ess but a service.

f

b 1415

THE PRICE OF GAS

(Mr. PENCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PENCE. Madam Speaker, I rise
today because I am outraged. I am out-
raged that Americans are paying in
some places in Indiana upwards to $2 a
gallon for gasoline. Families across
this country are being hurt by the fluc-
tuating cost of fueling their cars. Stop-
ping at the pump is no longer a routine
function.

We have heard of sticker shock,
Madam Speaker. Now we have been in-
troduced this summer to pump sticker
shock.

For years our colleagues in the other
party have been actively working
against opening new refineries and
other methods of increasing the domes-
tic supply of oil and gasoline. They
have tried to demonize the oil industry
of late and place the blame for rising
costs squarely on the shoulders of ex-
ecutives and CEOs. Their political
ploys have cost American drivers mil-
lions at the pump and have increased
our reliance on foreign oil to such an
extent that 60 percent of our oil comes
from abroad.

Madam Speaker, I am happy to say
that our President is leading on in-
creased energy independence and the
Republican majority in this body
stands with him to end the day of
pump shock in this summer and in the
months ahead for American families.

f

CONGRESSIONAL ACTION NEEDED
REGARDING OUT-OF-STATE WASTE

(Mrs. JO ANN DAVIS of Virginia
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend her remarks.)

Mrs. JO ANN DAVIS of Virginia.
Madam Speaker, I rise today to note
the recent decision of the Fourth Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals upholding the

district court opinion that Virginia
cannot limit out-of-State waste com-
ing into its borders because such re-
strictions violate the Commerce Clause
of the Constitution. This court decision
makes the necessity of Congress pass-
ing interstate waste legislation all the
more urgent and compelling.

With the determination of the courts
that State regulation of the interstate
hauling of garbage violates the Com-
merce Clause, it is now time for Con-
gress to specifically empower States to
curb the amount of trash coming into
landfills from outside the State.

The natural beauty of Virginia
should not be degraded by out-of-State
trash so that out-of-State haulers and
trucking companies can reap benefits.
Virginians have spoken on this issue
and legislation was consequently
passed and signed by the Governor that
restricted the entrance of interstate
waste into the Commonwealth, but
then was struck down by the Federal
courts.

Congress needs to act now to return
this issue back to the States where the
voices of the people can be heard.

f

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO
CONGRESSIONAL-EXECUTIVE
COMMISSION ON THE PEOPLE’S
REPUBLIC OF CHINA

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
BIGGERT). Without objection, and pur-
suant to section 303(a) of Public Law
106–286, the Chair announces the
Speaker’s appointment of the following
Members of the House to the Congres-
sional-Executive Commission on the
People’s Republic of China:

Mr. BEREUTER, Nebraska, cochair-
man;

Mr. LEACH, Iowa;
Mr. DREIER, California;
Mr. WOLF, Virginia;
Mr. PITTS, Pennsylvania.
There was no objection.

f

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
announces that she will postpone fur-
ther proceedings today on each motion
to suspend the rules on which a re-
corded vote or the yeas and nays are
ordered, or on which the vote is ob-
jected to under clause 6 of rule XX.

Any record votes on postponed ques-
tions will be taken after debate has
concluded on all motions to suspend
the rules, but not before 6 p.m. today.

f

21ST CENTURY MONTGOMERY GI
BILL ENHANCEMENT ACT

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Madam
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and pass the bill (H.R. 1291) to amend
title 38, United States Code, to increase
the amount of educational benefits for
veterans under the Montgomery GI
Bill.

The Clerk read as follows:
H.R. 1291

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘21st Century
Montgomery GI Bill Enhancement Act’’.
SEC. 2. INCREASE IN RATES OF BASIC EDU-

CATIONAL ASSISTANCE UNDER
MONTGOMERY GI BILL.

(a) IN GENERAL.—(1) Section 3015(a)(1) of
title 38, United States Code, is amended to
read as follows:

‘‘(1) for an approved program of education
pursued on a full-time basis, at the monthly
rate of—

‘‘(A) for months occurring during fiscal
year 2002, $800,

‘‘(B) for months occurring during fiscal
year 2003, $950,

‘‘(C) for months occurring during fiscal
year 2004, $1,100, and

‘‘(D) for months occurring during a subse-
quent fiscal year, the amount for months oc-
curring during the previous fiscal year in-
creased under subsection (h); or’’.

(2) Section 3015(b)(1) of such title is amend-
ed to read as follows:

‘‘(1) for an approved program of education
pursued on a full-time basis, at the monthly
rate of—

‘‘(A) for months occurring during fiscal
year 2002, $650,

‘‘(B) for months occurring during fiscal
year 2003, $772,

‘‘(C) for months occurring during fiscal
year 2004, $894, and

‘‘(D) for months occurring during a subse-
quent fiscal year, the amount for months oc-
curring during the previous fiscal year in-
creased under subsection (h); or’’.

(b) CPI ADJUSTMENT.—No adjustment in
rates of educational assistance shall be made
under section 3015(h) of title 38, United
States Code, for fiscal years 2002, 2003, and
2004.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. SMITH) and the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. EVANS) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New Jersey (Mr. SMITH).

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Madam
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Madam Speaker, today the House of
Representatives has an historic oppor-
tunity to reaffirm our commitment to
veterans, promote higher education,
boost military recruitment and reten-
tion and strengthen the ladder of op-
portunity by passing H.R. 1291, the 21st
Century Montgomery GI Bill Enhance-
ment Act.

This legislation, which I introduced
on March 29 with 57 cosponsors, includ-
ing my good friend and colleague the
gentleman from Illinois (Mr. EVANS),
now has over 100 cosponsors and is sup-
ported by almost two dozen veterans
service, military and higher education
organizations as well as Secretary of
Veterans Affairs Anthony Principi. The
bill responds to the rising costs of col-
lege education by providing a 70 per-
cent increase in total benefits to eligi-
ble veterans in less than 3 years.

Not since the enactment of the Mont-
gomery GI Bill in 1985 have we had the
opportunity to vote for such a dra-
matic increase in veterans educational
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